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What is claimed is: 

1. A portable electronic device comprising a common 
serial bus connector provided with data terminals and a 
power supply terminal in compliance with a common serial 
bus standard for connecting a plurality of peripheral 
devices in common to a host information processing device, 
a common serial bus controller for executing 
predetermined data communication processing attendant on 
data communication with an information processing device 
connected to the common serial bus connector, and a 
control circuit connected to the common serial bus 
controller for executing device operation processing for 
the usual operation of the electronic device, the 
electronic device being capable of receiving a power 
supply from the information processing device or an 
external power source as connected to the common serial 
bus connector or from an internal power source, the 
portable electronic device being characterized in that 
the control circuit discriminates among the sources of 
supply of power and causes the common serial bus 
controller to execute the predetermined data 

communication processing while power is supplied from the 
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information processing device, or executes the usual 
device operation processing while power is supplied from 
the external power source or the internal power source. 

2. A portable electronic device according to claim 1 
wherein the control circuit comprises discriminating 
means for judging which of the information processing 
device and the external power source is connected to the 
common serial bus connector, and control means for 
causing the common serial bus controller to execute the 
predetermined data communication processing when the 
connection of the information processing device to the 
common serial bus connector is recognized, or executes 
the usual device operation processing when the connection 
of the external power source to the common serial bus 
connector is recognized. 

3. A portable electronic device according to claim 2 
wherein the discriminating means identifies the source of 
supply of power based on the voltage value of the power 
supply terminal of the common serial bus connector. 

4. A portable electronic device according to claim 2 
wherein the discriminating means identifies the source of 
supply of power depending on whether the common serial 
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bus controller has started data communication via the 
common serial bus connector. 

5 . A portable electronic device according to claim 2 
wherein the control circuit further comprises means for 
detecting the connection of the information processing 
device or the external power source to the common serial 
bus connector based on the binary state of voltage level 
of the power supply terminal thereof, and the 
discriminating means identifies the source of supply of 
power according to the result of detection. 



